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<Abstract>

Injury and Sickness Allowance System and Issues
in Japan

— Focusing on Recent Revisions and COVID-19 Responses —
Park, Sookyung"

This study examines the recent revision of the Japanese injury and
sickness allowance system and its expansion by local governments to
cover COVID-19 in Japan.

South Korea is set to test run its injury and sickness benefits system
from July 2022. In contrast, the Japanese injury and sickness allowance
was one of the benefits of the Health Insurance Scheme that was
established in Japan in 1927. Consideration of the contents, operational
status, operational issues, and problems of the Japanese injury and
sickness allowance system will reveal lessons for deepening and
establishing the Korean-style injury and sickness allowance system.

In Japan, when an insured person (mainly an employee) is unable to
earn a salary or other income while off work due to a nonoccupational
sickness or injury, the health insurance system pays injury or sickness
benefit per day off work, which is an amount equal to two-thirds of
one’s average standard monthly remuneration over the most recent
12-month period (divided by 30), to help protect the insured person’s
livelihood. The Japanese Health Insurance Scheme pays the injury or

sickness benefit from the fourth day of illness for one year and six

* Research Professor, Institute of Comparative Legal Studies, Kangwon National
University
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months in total. The design of the Korean-style injury and sickness
benefits system can learn some practical lessons from Japan’s trials and
errors concerning sick leave, continuous benefits after loss of
qualification, and other insurance, such as pensions, worker’s
compensation, and employment insurance.

In the Japanese National Health Insurance Scheme, these benefits are
voluntary under the law; an insured person (mainly self-employed,
freelance, or part-time) is sometimes forced to be absent from work
because of injuries or sickness that are not work-related. Thus, there is a
disparity between employees and individuals enjoying the benefits of the
injury and sickness allowance. Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, however,
a person infected with COVID-19 can also benefit from the special
temporary injury and sickness allowance system in Japan. This system is
up to the regulations set forth by each municipality and is time-limited.
In Japan, discussions on expanding the application of the injury and
sickness allowance system to workers, including self-employed,
freelancers, and platform workers, begin from a long-term perspective.
Thus, the process and results of the discussion can be a good reference

for developing a Korean-style injury and sickness benefit system.

Key Words: Japanese injury and sickness allowance, Health Insurance

Act, National Health Insurance Act, sick leave, COVID-19



