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<Abstract>

Legal Issues surrounding an Emergency Relief

Grant and a Basic Income
Roh, Hochang™ - Kim, Young Jin~

An unexpected COVID-19 situation in 2020 has contributed to
expand the discussions on both an Emergency Relief Grant and a
Basic Income. Since an imminent disaster such as a COVID-19, cast a
long shadow over our whole community, a quick payment of
Coronavirus Grant was urgently necessary to clear away all difficulties.
Some local governments use a hybrid name “a Disaster Basic Income”
for naming their own emergency relief policy. As this suggests, merely
policy discussions overwhelmed legal discussions. In this thesis, we
tried to focus on reviewing the legal issues of an Emergency Relief
Grant, thereby comparing an Emergency Relief Grant with a Basic
Income from a legal viewpoint.

First of all, it is difficult to accept an Emergency Relief Grant as a
legal right because, there is no concrete normative basis for its
payment as of now. Nevertheless, it is possible to make various
analytic attempts from a viewpoint of constitutional law. For example,
the right to human life under Article 34 (1) of the Constitution, the
social market economic order under Article 119 (2) of the Constitution,
and an issue of substantive equality could be discussed on an

Emergency Relief Grant. Next, it is also important to compare an
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Emergency Relief Grant with a Basic Income reviewing both
similarities and differences in order to make a legal evaluation.
Seriously, from a legal point of view, both an Emergency Relief Grant
and a Basic Income are pretty different. However, from a policy point
of view, an Emergency Relief Grant could be a mid-process leading to
a Basic Income. Here are some common issues in an Emergency
Relief Grant and a Basic Income: An issue of a payment to foreigners
and its scope, an issue of an acceptance of a payment renunciation
and an issue of an autonomy in local governments’ policy
management.

To sum up, since a disaster such as COVID-19 may recur in the
future, it is necessary to refine the legal basis and contents of the an
Emergency Relief Grant carefully and operate it more reasonably. Last
but not least, it would be also necessary to continue a discussion on
Basic Income in connection with a discussion on an Emergency Relief

Grant.

Key Words: COVID-19, Emergency Relief Grant, Basic Income,

Disaster Basic Income, Constitution, foreigners



