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<Abstract>
A Legal Review on Basic Income
Roh, Hochang"

Nowadays the subject of basic income is widespread not only in
Korea, but also around the world. Basic income issue causes pros and
cons among people. We are not sure what the future world would be
like. Technological developments may lead to massive job losses.
Because we cannot know the future, we should be prepared for when
basic income may be needed.

All policies are based on laws, so preliminary legal discussion is
necessary. We have to discuss basic income in legal perspective in
advance. There is no definition of basic income yet, because any Act
related to basic income is not yet enacted. Regarding the concept of
basic income, Basic Income Earth Network (BIEN) states that a basic
income is a periodic cash payment unconditionally delivered to all on
an individual basis without means-test or work requirement. For the
time being, we have no choice but to borrow the concept of basic
income from BIEN.

There is no specific Act on basic income in Korea yet. There are
difficulties and limitations to research basic income in terms of
jurisprudence whose main methodology is an interpretation of law.
However, it is not impossible to argue basic income from a legal
point of view.

It is possible to derive legal issues from several legal categories.

* Professor at Hoseo University
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First, what is the nature of basic income in the view of Korean laws?
Second, what questions should be explained about the legal grounds of
basic income? Third, is the fact that basic income has not yet been
introduced a violation of the Constitution? Fourth, what is needed in
legal aspects for an introduction of basic income? I studied legal
issues of basic income in advance in case it may be necessary to

introduce basic income.

Key Words: basic income, legal perspective, legal issues, legal

discussion, Constitution



